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NESHAMINY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Langhorne, Pennsylvania 

 

PUBLIC WORK SESSION MINUTES 

NESHAMINY BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

January 13, 2015 

 

The Neshaminy Board of School Directors met in public work session on January 13, 2015 in the District 

Offices Board Room at the Maple Point Middle School.  The following persons were in attendance: 

 

BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS:::: ADMINISTRATORSADMINISTRATORSADMINISTRATORSADMINISTRATORS:::: 

Mr. Scott E. Congdon, President 

Ms. Irene Boyle, Vice President 

Mr. John Allen 

Mrs. Susan Cummings  

Mr. Mike Morris 

Mr. Stephen Pirritano 

Mr. Ron Rudy 

Mr. Anthony Sposato 

 

Mr. Robert L. Copeland 

Mrs. Barbara Markowitz 

Mrs. Theresa Hinterberger 

Dr. Gloria Hancock 

Mr. Don Harm  

Mr. Anthony Devlin 

    

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:    

Mr. Mark Shubin 

 

    

OTHERS:OTHERS:OTHERS:OTHERS:  Approximately 100 persons from the 

public, staff and press 

  

SECRETARYSECRETARYSECRETARYSECRETARY::::  Mrs. Jennifer Burns SOLICITOR:SOLICITOR:SOLICITOR:SOLICITOR:   John Torrente, Esquire 

  

 

1.1.1.1.    Call to OrderCall to OrderCall to OrderCall to Order        

Mr. Congdon called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 

 

2.2.2.2.    Pledge of AllegiancePledge of AllegiancePledge of AllegiancePledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Congdon requested those in attendance join in the salute to the flag.    

 

3.3.3.3.    AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements    

The materials for PlanCon A (Project Justification) have been reviewed and approved by the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education and the materials for PlanCon Part B (Schematic Design) have been reviewed by 

the Pennsylvania Department of Education for the general overall organization and relationships of the 

spaces, circulation patterns, and the utilization and adequacy of the site for the Project Building Name of 

Tawanka Elementary School.  (See attached). 

 

4.4.4.4.    Superintendent’s ReportSuperintendent’s ReportSuperintendent’s ReportSuperintendent’s Report 

Mr. Copeland advised the Board on the following: 

• Ms. Ashley Patrick, Music Teacher, Ferderbar Elementary School and students performed a song 

from the musical "The Aristocats." 

• Monthly newsletter. 

• Hoover Elementary School named Title I Distinguished School. 

• Updated public on the enrollment numbers and methods. 

 

5555. PublicPublicPublicPublic CommentCommentCommentComment 

Stacey Kirsch, resident of Cider Knoll, stated that after a meeting with Dr. Hancock she still feels there are 

many uncertainties regarding the 5 through 8 middle school model.  Ms. Kirsch said she does not feel that 

the proposed ideas for the new model are being given sufficient time and consideration.  She specifically 

mentioned teacher assignments, foreign language introduction, extracurricular activities and recess time. 
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Suzi Drake, Neshaminy High School teacher, stated that she is a member of the Neshaminy Education 

Foundation Committee and requested that at least one member of the Board be present at the meetings, 

which are held the second Monday of the month.   Additionally, Ms. Drake said the committee is looking for 

new members from the public to join the Neshaminy Education Foundation Committee.    

 

6.6.6.6.    Items for Approval TonightItems for Approval TonightItems for Approval TonightItems for Approval Tonight    

a)a)a)a)    Overnight TripOvernight TripOvernight TripOvernight Tripssss 

1. Neshaminy High School to Abington high School for PMEA District 11 Choir Festival - January 22 - 24, 

2015 

2. Neshaminy High School to Souderton High School for PMEA District 1 Orchestra Festival - February 5 

- 7, 2015 

3. Neshaminy High School to National Cheerleading Competition - Wildwood, New Jersey - March 6 - 8, 

2015 

4. Neshaminy High School to PIAA State Swimming Competition - Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA - 

March 12 - 14, 2015 

5. Neshaminy High School to FBLA State Leadership Conference and Competition - Hershey Lodge and 

Convention Center - April 12 - 15, 2015 

6. Neshaminy High School to the United Nations Association of USA Conference in New York City - May 

14-16, 2015 

7. Neshaminy High School to Pocono Environmental Education Center, Dingman's Ferry, PA - May 18 -

20, 2015 

8. Neshaminy High School Nature Club to University of Pittsburgh for State Envirothon Competition - 

May 19 - 20, 2015  

 

Mr. Congdon made a motion to approve the above said trips and Mrs. Cummings seconded the motion. 

 

The Board unanimously approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, and 0 nays.  (Mr. Shubin was not 

present.)   

 

7.7.7.7. Items for Approval Items for Approval Items for Approval Items for Approval at the at the at the at the JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary    27272727thththth    PubPubPubPublic Board Meetinglic Board Meetinglic Board Meetinglic Board Meeting    

Mr. Copeland advised the Board on the following items:  

 

a) School Director Recognition month 

 

b) Confidential Agreements for Educational Programs for Students 

 

c) Acceptance of the 2013 - 2014 Audit 

 

d) Approval of Sale of Red Cedar Properties 

  

e) Proposed Preliminary 2015 - 2016 Budget   

 

f) Bids/Budget Transfers 

 

8888....    Committee ReportsCommittee ReportsCommittee ReportsCommittee Reports    

a)a)a)a)    BoarBoarBoarBoard Policesd Policesd Policesd Polices      

Ms. Boyle stated to the Board that the next meeting is scheduled for January 28th, at 6:30 p.m.    

 

b)b)b)b)    EduEduEduEducational Developmentcational Developmentcational Developmentcational Development 

Ms. Boyle stated to the Board that the next meeting is scheduled for January 20th, at 6:30 p.m.      

 

c)c)c)c)    Finance/FacilitiesFinance/FacilitiesFinance/FacilitiesFinance/Facilities    

Mr. Congdon advised the Board that the next meeting is scheduled for January 15th, at 7:00 p.m.    
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d)d)d)d)    IIIIU BoardU BoardU BoardU Board  

Mrs. Cummings announced that the next meeting is scheduled for January 20th, in Doylestown. 

 

e)e)e)e)        Neshaminy Neshaminy Neshaminy Neshaminy EEEEducducducducation Foundationation Foundationation Foundationation Foundation   

Mr. Shubin was not present.    

 

f)f)f)f)    Technical SchoolTechnical SchoolTechnical SchoolTechnical School  

Mr. Morris stated there was no update at this time.      

 

g)   g)   g)   g)   TechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnology   

Mr. Shubin was not present.  

 

hhhh))))    Facilities Facilities Facilities Facilities Ad HocAd HocAd HocAd Hoc    CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee     

 Mr. Pirritano announced that the next meeting has not yet been scheduled.    

 

i)i)i)i) LegislativeLegislativeLegislativeLegislative    

Mrs. Cummings stated that no date has been set for the next meeting. 

 

9999....    PublicPublicPublicPublic    CommentCommentCommentComment        

Steve Rodos, resident of the Villages of Flowers Mill, asked if the district locks in fuel prices at the lower 

cost for the coming year, or is it purchased on an as needed basis.  He also asked if copies of the 

preliminary budget will be available to the public or will it only be available online. 

 

Stacey Kirsch, Cider Knoll, voiced her concerns about the configuring of the 5 through 8 middle school 

model.  Ms. Kirsch said there are too many unanswered questions and uncertainties.  She asked the Board 

to reconsider the decision of a 5 through 8 middle school model. 

 

10101010....    Future TopicsFuture TopicsFuture TopicsFuture Topics    

None.    

    

11111111....    Board CommentBoard CommentBoard CommentBoard Comment    

Mr. Allen asked for a clarification on the Red Cedar Property. 

 

Mr. Copeland replied that Mr. Profy is not present, so information will be sent to the Board members. 

 

Mrs. Cummings thanked the Ferderbar students for their performance. She also said that Mrs. Dougherty's 

entrepreneur class performed a Shark Tank type of presentation that was aired on Channel 6 News.  Mrs. 

Cummings stated that she was a past member of the Neshaminy Education Foundation and found it to be 

very rewarding and encourages the public to get involved. 

 

Mr. Sposato stated that Neshaminy is now ranked 116 out of 500 schools and he feels the district is moving 

in the right direction.    

 

Mrs. Markowitz stated that we do lock in with other school districts for heating oil, natural gas, and diesel 

fuel to obtain the best prices. 

 

Mr. Pirritano thanked the students from Ferderbar for the enjoyable presentation.  He also asked Dr. 

Hancock to respond to Ms. Kirsch's questions. 

 

Dr. Hancock responded to Ms. Kirsch by stating that the new middle school model is an ongoing process, 

which is on schedule.  She said the issues that were expressed have been discussed and plans are being 

formulated by various persons and committees involved.  Dr. Hancock noted that she holds a doctorate 

degree in educational organizational leadership from the University of Pennsylvania, as well as numerous 

other degrees in education.  She is a certified school administrator in the state of New Jersey and she is in 
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the process of becoming a commissioned officer in the state of Pennsylvania.  Dr. Hancock also reviewed her 

many teaching assignments, training, and qualifications establishing the purpose for the Board's trust in her 

ability to handle the assignment of the middle school model. 

 

Mr. Harm, the chairman of the GO team, clarified that all aspects of the new 5 through 8 middle school 

model are being thoroughly addressed and focused upon in order to implement it within the desired timeline. 

 

Mr. Pirritano thanked Dr. Hancock and Mr. Harm for their hard work and dedication to the project. 

 

Mr. Congdon thanked the students from Ferderbar for an enjoyable presentation.  He also thanked Dr. 

Hancock and Mr. Harm for their efforts and consistent professionalism. 

 

11112222. AdjournmAdjournmAdjournmAdjournmentententent ofofofof MeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting    

Mr. Congdon moved the meeting be adjourned and Ms. Boyle seconded the motion.  The Board unanimously 

approved the motion.  Mr. Congdon adjourned the meeting at 7:54 p.m.  

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

 

   

                   Jennifer Burns 

                  Board Secretary 
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